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Serene will 3>e tnir days and bright, 

And happy will our nature be, 

When love is an unerring light. 

And joy its own security. 

And they n blissful course may hold! 

Even now, who, not unwisely bold. 

Live in the spirit uf ibis creed; 

Vet nock thy hrm support* according to their need, 



Otie Jo Duty i Wow I>S worth. 



I 



DEDICATED TO HER GRANDCHILDREN. 



PREFACE. 



A NUMBER of family letters (originally in the 
possession of my aunt Elizabeth Wedgwood) 
were found amongst my mother's papers, and were 
placed in my hands by her executors, my brothers 
William and George. These form the basis of 
the earlier part of this book, Broadly speaking 
l.hey cover the period during which my grandfather 
Josiah Wedgwood lived at Maer I kill in Stafford 
shire, and I shall speak of them as the ‘ Maer 
letters,’ 

J had felt after my mother’s death that some 
record of her life and character would be of value 
to her grandchildren and began to put down all 
that I could remember with this view. Whilst 
reading these old letters in order to get light on 
her youth and early middle life, I became much 
interested in the personalities oT the writers and 
it seemed best to alter and enlarge the scope of 
my book. It now includes such of the Maer letters 
as are of interest in themselves as well as those 
that bear on my mother. The letters written by 
the Allens, my grandmother Mrs Josiah Wedgwood 
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and her sisters, fill most of the first volume and 
there are but few of my mother's until the second* 

My husband's death in January 1903 has been 
in many ways an irreparable loss to this book. 
His criticism and help would have been of value 
for every page. Without his aid all that part 
which springs from the Maer letters would have 
been impossible. The whole mass of letters was 
in absolute confusion and many of them were 
undated. It was the habit of the family to send 
letters to and from London in the boxes of goods 
despatched from the works at Etruria ; thus many 
letters have no postmark. As the writers generally 
dated by at most the day of month, the date is 
entirely a matter of inference. During the- unforced 
leisure of a long illness my husband arranged, dated 
and annotated them, a task which required the 
same sort of minute care and endless patience as 
the piecing out of a gigantic puzzle, The date ol 
any family event once found, perhaps by some 
allusion to contemporary politics, thus forming a 
due for other dates. I should have had neither the 
skill nor the patience for this task. Everyone of the 
hundreds of letters was road aloud to me by him 
and we discussed together what was worth pre- 
serving, In the earlier chapters most of the notes 
are written by him. Some ol" these may appear 
superfluous, but it should be remembered that my 
object lias been to make the book interesting to 
the younger members of the family. 

Square brackets Indicate words not found in 
the original letters, and dots omissions. But many 
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omissions are made without putting any sign that 
this has been done. Neither the punctuation nor 
the spelling has been rigidly followed. But the 
sense has never wittingly been altered, although 
occasionally a word evidently omitted has been 
added without putting any sign that this has been 
done. 

I have to thank my brother George for making 
the pedigrees of the Allen, Wedgwood and Darwin 
families. Lor convenience of reference these are 

given at the beginning of both the first and see I 

volumes. As an additional help a list of the prin- 
cipal characters has been prepared, and this also 
is printed in both volumes. 

1 have received valuable help, criticism and en- 
courage ment from various friends and especially 
from Professor A, V, Dicey, Miss M, J, Shaen 
and my brother Francis, To the late Sir fohrl 
Simon, I, in fact, owe the first idea, of beginning 
any such writing. After the loss of my mother in 
1896, he told me that he was sure it would be my 
best help and comfort ; and to the day of his death 
in July 1904, he never ceased to Interest himself 
in its progress, having re ail the whole in the type- 
written copy and following the proofs as they came 
from the press. 

I wish to thank Mr John Murray for kindly 
allowing me lo make use of several of the illus- 
trations in Mere Letters of Charles: Darwin. I 
cordially thank Messrs Elliott and Fry for their 
permission to have copies of the fine portrait of 
my father in the second volume of that work, and 
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Messrs Barraud for the same permission with 
regard to their portrait of my mother, I have 
also to thank Messrs Mau] I and Fox for allowing 
me to reproduce an early photograph of my mother, 
and Mr Prescott Row, the Editor of the Homeland 
Handbook Association^ and Mr G. W. Smith for 
their kind permission to make use of Mr Smith's 
excellent photograph of Down Village. 

Miss Wedgwood of Leith Hill Place, Mr God- 
frey Wedgwood* Mr Rowland Wedgwood and my 
brothers William and Horace have been so good 
as to allow me to reproduce various family pictures. 
I also wish to thank Miss M. j. Shaen for allowing 
me to use her excellent photograph of my mother, 
taken in the drawing-room at Down three months 
before her death. 

Finally l have only to add that these volumes 
have been prepared for private circulation only, 
and 1 expressly desire that their privacy may be 
respected. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE. 



i'lu; Allens came originally from the north of Ireland and 
■ill. 1 1 in Pembrokeshire: in about 160a The estate of CresselJy 

was a [-1 1 uired by marriage with Joan Ran loll, liter af John 

Bartlett Allen. 



Children of John Bartlett Allen oT Cregsclly 
(1733 -isoa), 

t. Elizabeth (Bessy) (17(14 1846) m Jtsitih Wcdyio/mf 

of M aer. 

a- Catherine (Kitty) (1765 1830) m, Sit fames Mac- 

intosh, 

3. Caroline (1768—1835) m, Rev. Edward Drewt. 

4. John Hensleigh (1769 -1843) of Croaselly, m, Gertrude 

Seymour. 

5. Louisa Jane (Jane or Jenny) (1771—1836) m. John 

Wtdgwocd , 

6. Lancelot Baugh (Laugh) (1774—1845), Master of 

Dulwich College, in, a CE . 

7. Harriet [sometimes called Sad) (1776 — 1847) m, Rev. 

Matthew Surtees ^ of North ( lerney, 

M. Jessie (1777— ’853) m. J. C. do Sim&ttdi, historian, 

9, Octavia, died young. 

10, Emma (1780 1866) unmarried. 

11. Frances (Fanny) { 1781 1875) unmarried. 
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Children of John Hen sleigh Allen of Cresselly 
(1769—1843). 

1. Seymour Phillips (1814—1861) of Cresselly, m. Cathe- 

rr'/fr (Erin, of Karl of Portsmouth. 

2. Henry George, b. 1815. 

3. John Henslcigh (1818 — 1868). 

4. Isabella Georgina, m. G, Lori Phillips of laurtnny. 



Children of Sir James and Lady Mackintosh. 

1. Bessy (1799 1823) unmarried. 

2. Fanny {1800 — 1S89) m. her cousin Herts kigh Wedg 

wood. 

3. Robert (1806 1S64) in. Mary Appktvn. 



Children of Mrs Drewe, 

1 . Harriet, Lady Ci fib rd . 

2. Georgina, Lady Alderson, 

3. Edward, 10. Ad'tk FrHvd. 

and others. 



Before the year 1500 the Wedgwoods were the squires of 
Wedgwood and Harakels in Staffordshire. In 1572 a confirmation 
of arms was granted to the squire of that lime. The ancestors 
of the Wedgwoods of Etruria separated from the senior branch 
about 1600. The Wedgwoods of Harakels possessed at least 
some portion of these estates until the middle or end of the 
eighteenth century when they became extinct, 
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Children of Josiah Wedgwood of Etruria 
(1730—1795)* 

1 Susannah { 1 765 1817) m. Hi Robert Warin' Danvin 

Charles Darwin was their son, 

2. f ohn ( 1 7 66 1 8 4 4) I Jan k i-r, m . Jane A l bn. 

3. Josiah (1769 — 1843) of Mil tv. Potter, tru Elizabeth 

Alim, 

4. Tbo in as ( 1771-1805}, 

5. Catherine (Kitty) {1774 — *833) utl married, 

A Sara fi El i z&\ let 6(1778 1856) un in arried . 



Children of John Wedgwood (1766 -1844), 

1. Surah Elizabeth (Sally, then Eliza) (17135 1857) mi 

married, 

2, Rrv, John Allen (Allen) ( r 796 1882), Vicar of Maw, 

3, Thomas (Tom) (1797 — 1862) Colonel in the guards, m. 

Anne 7 'ykr- 

4, Caroline, died young. 

5. Jessie (1804 — 1872) in. her cousin Harry Wedgwood. 

6. Robert (1806 1880) m. a", 



Children of josiah Wedgwood of Maer 
(1769—1843). 

i r Sarah Elizabeth (Elizabeth) (1793 r88o) unmarried. 

2. Josiah (Joe or Jos) (1795 — 1880) of Leith Hill Place, 

m, his cousin Caroline Danvin, 

3. Charlotte (1797- 1862) 11 a Rev. Charles Langton, 

4. Henry Alien (Harry) (1799 18K5) Barrister, m. his 

cousin Jessie W^gwmL 

5. I'Vancis ( 1 80s [888) Potter, m. Frances Mosley, 

6 . Henslcigh (1803—1891) Police Magistrate, Philologist, 

m. his cousin Fanny Mackintosh. 

7 . Pant ly ( 1 806 — 1832) ti nmarri ed. 

H, Emma [1808 -1896) m. her cousin Charles Darwin, 

h 2 
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In the year i^ao the Darwins were yeomen, living at Marten, 
between Gainsborough and Lincoln. William Darwin {1573 
1 (144} was Yeoman of the Loyal Armoury of Greenwich to 
fames [. ami Charles I. j he married a widow of good family 
and became possessed of Cleatbam Hall, Ktrton in- Lindsey.. 
Hi-: son William loilglil for the 1 King in die Givi! War, and 
hin grandson, a l io William, married the heiress of Elston Hall, 
Notts. Erasmus Darwin, horn at Elston, 1731, Poet and father 
of Hr Robert Waring Darwin of Shrewsbury, was the youngest 
son of the then Squire of Elston. 

Children of Dr Robert Waring Darwin (1766 —1848) 
and his wife Susannah Wedgwood (1765 1817). 

i, Marianne (1798 — >858) m. Dr ffmry Parker. 

s r Caroline (iSqo — 18S8) tn, her cousin Jasiah Wtdgumd 
of Leith Kill Place. 

3. Susan (1803- 1866) unmarried, 

4. Erasmus Alvey (1S04 1881) unmarried. 

5. Charles Robert (1809 — 1882) m. his cousin Emma 

Widgw&od, 

ft, Gather int: (1S10 1866) rrw, late in life, Rev. C harks 

Lantfyn , Charlotte Wedgwood was hi-j 1st wife, 
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John Martlet! At.i.eN 
(1793—1803) 
in- a sMOnd time am I 
had three 1 Lis.11. who 
4 - young 



.* 5 ? Elizabeth HhuslUIGH 
7 °^ of PniHeague 
lh 17,^ 



Elizabeth 
(1754 — 1&46) 
m. 1 791 Jtmiah 
Wkikiw-udU 



Catherine , Sir fas. 

c '9 h MACK1N- 



i 1 7 l 5 j— 
c y :io ^ 



(.v.V Whdgwoou 
pedigree) 



TOSII 

(lyrts— 

as end wife 



Caroline 

( * 

■%!) 



1 . Eii za.be tl 1 ( Eh’ss-y) 
MACKINTOSH 

(|? 99 — itos) 

■2. Frances Mackintosh 

(ifkio— 1 H8y J 
m, 1-6,3. 2 Henslcigh 
W kUCiWOOI? 

{.r*v ’VVkikiwood pedigree) 

3, Robert Mackintosh 
4 1 Hofi— j 8(14 ) 
m. Hnrjr A p FLU TON 
anti hail issue 1 sons 

Mill CL 1 1 ;V,I. 




K 4 ward 
IlkRlVK 

( > ?j&— 
1810] 



Sir Jan. MACKINTOSH had 
Issue by his fust wife 
(d. [797) Catherine Stuart 

(a) Mail In m I Mackintosh 
m. William Eastern, and 
had i-.ue of whom was 
l ranees, fir.-.l wife oJ Laird 
E A R JtKH {jW I > A ft W J N Vin I 
WIXjG’WQQD pedigrees) 

(A) Mary Mackintoah 

in. Claudius Rldi 

i/f Catherine MacKeNTOSII 
sit , ] st Sir Wd I i inti W 1 s KKAN 
m. and - Turnbull, 



r, 3 Inrriei Marin Hkkwi 

( 1 7.9 

trn 1 K 1 Ti Robert, Lord 
G l V t r 0 k 1.1 (it 79 — i +i-s6) 
nod had issue 

a. M arianne Da kw a 
{ijij — i&ai) 

mi 1830 Algernon LANGtON 
(b. rjfltj and had itsue 
a inn liennet Langton 

j h Georgians I)RKWK 
m- 1 Ha jj Sir Edward 1 1 tv II 
ALDCRHt ' Is ( 1 7S7 — 1 85 7) 

jLn.il had isHue nmutlgst 
whom was Geengina (after- 
warrls) Lady S.m.imi im v 

4. Edward Sinuum Ibti.wi'- 
(1B05 JR77I 
m. i fills AdeRi’kt.voflT 
(d, 1SH1) leaving issue 

c.- Charlotte Dre,wk 

dr jinuig, eirc, 1 H17 

6 . Frank DKBWE 

<i. young, eirc. 1: B J 7 

7. Louisa DaKwr:. 

4 p ytnmgi dre, id 17 



;>hn 



Jol 
1 1 soslcigh 
( 1 769— 
iS*t 5 ) 



hi. 

1 H 1 a 



( iertmdc 
HftVMOUIt 
(d. 1 Baj) 



Seymour Phillips 

{(874—186*1 

rn. 1 R41, Catherine 
L'etlowcs {dent- td 
Newton Fellow es 
afterwards Earl of 
POBTSMOVt-H) 

(d. 1 900) and had 
Ustie 

Henry George 
(Harry) it. 1815 

. John IleO sleigh 
(ifiitt i8tf&) 
rn. Margaretla 
SN ELGAR 

Jml 1 h’ 1 I;i t I corgi no 
b. iftitt 

sii. 1840 George 
Hurt PuiLLLrs 
(d. r B(H 3 ) 

Gertrude t b U :■■. il..: l i 
fil. 1 bi.c) 
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Louisa jane 

1836) 

to. 1794 John 

\\ \ 

( ijfifi — e y -4 4 1 - 

i 

■: m 

WepoWouD 
|H’lligin 1 



Caroline 
kOMIULV 
(tlr iH^o) 



ill. 

jst 

1N10 



— I 

I.nncclot 

Bmigii 

('771 

t H 45 > 



Ell. 

'211 I 

1H4 | 



Georgina 
Sarah 
HAY3.KY 
(d. iS59> 



I. I, 

1 1 arriet Jessie 

(i7J6— ('1777 — 
' s 47 ) 1853) 

m . ■ Jhje) m . I R i y 
M.iHfii'w f C. <le 

HI’KTF.FpS SlSHtfNlM 

(d. ifij) {T 773 .— 
»8+i) 



T 



( kin vi a 
L 1 7 7 y 
1800) 



I 'riLlii-o: 
I i'-Hi 

1875) 



1- in laa 



{1 JHo — 
iWfifi) 



i 

1. 

Gerirge 11 Liijjl 1 
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CHAPTER I. 

Hie Aliens of Cresselly — Josinh and John 'Wedgwood — A family 

etingat Broadstairs in i j^8“Tom Wedgwood the first photo 

grapher — Jossah K>eLLle!i aL Gunyilta- 

h m \t a W ei >g WOOi » w as b or n on M a y 2 ad , 1 So 3 , 
aL Maer Hall, in Staffordshire. She was the 
youngest child of Josiah Wedgwood of Maer, the 
second son of Josiah Wedgwood of Etruria, the 
great potter. I ter mother was Elizabeth, the 
daughter of John Bartlett Allen of Cresselly, 
hembre )keshire* 

As tile letters of Mrs Josiah Wedgwood to her 
sisters, and her sisters to her, form the material of 
the early part of this family record, I have found it 
convenient to begin with an account of the Allen 
family. 

John Bartlett Allen had eleven children who 
lived to grow up. Their mother died before my 
record begins. His temper and disposition made it 
.1 most unhappy home. There are many allusions 
to this in these letters. Harriet, the fifth daughter, 
is described as marrying a man she could barely 
tolerate, to escape from her father's society, 

L. 
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Sir Janies Mackintosh, who married Catharine, 
the second daughter, thus describes the life at 
Cresselly in a letter to Josiah Wedgwood' 

9 ih N&iK [Kuo, 

We left the “2 maidens all forlorn at the House 

that jack built ■ in tolerable good spirits considering the 
gloomy solitude to which they are condemned. ^ We have 
heard from good little Emma [Allen] (she really is the best 
girl in the world), and are happy to hear that the Squire 
lias been pleased to be infinitely more cordial and gracious 
to his two poor prisoners than ho ever was before, so that 
bating ati absolute want of amusement and a perpetual 
constraint in conversation they may be pretty comfortable, 
Mme de Ma intenon complains of her situation with 
Louis X 1 V,, l< Quelle triste occupation do rammer une 
func fteinte, t;t d' am user un horn me qui il'est plus am li- 
able ! " 

1 remember my fathers telling me that Mi Allen 
use d to thump his list on the table and order his 
daughters to talk when he wished to be entertained 
after dinner. Dr 1 larwin, of Shrewsbury, considered 
that this Schehezerade kind of training helped to 
nuke, them the remarkably good talkers they were 
universally considered to be, They Formed an in- 
teresting group of women, handsome, spirited, clever, 
and deeply devoted to each other. 

It has seemed to me that the unhappy life at 
home drew the sisters and brothers peculiarly close 
together. It is rare, I think, for sisterly love to last 
with such a passionate intensity on into middle hie; 
usually the still closer ties ol husband and children 
absorb and calm these feelings. They wrote long 
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and intimate letters with much grace and charm 
of expression. Indeed my father told me that 
Mrs Josiah Wedgwood ("Aunt Bessy" as he 
always called his aunt, afterwards his mother-in- 
law) was considered to be the Madame de Sdvignd 
ol the family, 

Elizabeth Allen (Mrs Josiah Wedgwood), al ways 
called Bessy, was the eldest of the family, and the 
Centro to whom her sisters turned, secure of love 
and sympathy. She had great personal beauty, 

! his is evident from the delightful picture of her 
by Romney, belonging to Sophy Wedgwood her 
grand-daughter. Miss Edgeworth speaks of her 
"radiantly cheerful countenance"; she is called their 
sun, and after her death it is said that her look 
and voice are a brightness gone from the world for 
ever. Her character as revealed in the long series 
of letters grows upon one in a singular way. There 
3s such practical wisdom and such unvarying .sweet- 
ness, deep sympathy, and delicacy of feeling. Her 
hospitality and kindness were unbounded, and she 
hail a constant desire to share her good things. 
There are incessant allusions in the letters to her 
many presents, varying from articles of clothing, 
jam, and hams, to large and generous money gifts. 

I fed in this part of her character how entirely 
my mother was her true daughter. She had not, 
indeed, the same power of displaying such boundless 
hospitality. Many visitors and long visits were im- 
possible during my fathers lifetime from hrs bad 
health, and in her old age they tired her too much. 
But there was the same wish to give, the same 
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delightful courtesy and unfailing consideration ior 
the tin pros 1 i crons. 

Sir j ai n es M i ick i n tosh th us d e sc r 1 1 3es ! 1 i s si ster- 
iu-Iaw Bessy in a letter to her brother,, John Allen 
of Cresselly, dated Ampthill I ’ark, 3 Luc,, 1^27. 

I passed three months at Maer most agreeably in all 
that depended on the Rulers. Before 1 went 1 sometimes 
suspected that you had all exaggerated the Ksci-.icnck’s of 
your eldest sister, without going quite so far as to suppose 
that she was a graven image whom you had set up to fall 
down before and worship (as my friend I 1 anny might in the 
like case say); but I now adopt your Worship, t never 
saw any other person whose acts of civility or friendship 
depended so little on Rule or Ilabit, and were s<j constantly 
refreshed from the Wellhead of Kindness with the Infusions 
of which they seemed to sparkle. Her benignity is indeed 
most grateful 1 used to rally her on the gentlest mistress 
in England having the noisiest household, Both the chin 
girls' are excellent, and the second is charming, L be rest 
of the Family are more good than agreeable. 1 except 
Hensteigh, who is, I fear, doomed to ill-health. 

There is much in this character which reminds 
me of my mother, and many traits f perceive in 
Bessy which are repeated in her daughter. In both 
there was great sensitiveness under a calm exterior, 
Bessy writes, " 1 am but an anxious creature for my- 
self and friends and often sec fear where no fear is, 1 ’ 
arid I remember my mother in her old age saying to 
me, H I find h very difficult to hope now. But I 

1 Kljzalwth and Charlotte arc the two elder girl;;. Jos, Frank, 
[■’.Limy, Mini ’ m nia wimU hv On m/ rn> aro “nun'v ;"hkI tnun ,;:;t :v.ilili'. 
As Emma speaks about this time with surprise or bis shaking ham!- 
with her, it IS probable that he did not give them much opening to be 
agreeable. 
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must add that in her youth and middle age she had 
plenty of courage and hopefulness, indeed she was 
courageous to the point of rashness in some of her 
hap] >y-go-lucky arrangements, 

Catharine Allen (Kitty as she was always called) 
married James, afterwards Sir James, Mackintosh, 
She was an able woman, with a fine character in 
many respects. Her marriage, happy at first, after- 
wards became clouded, and she suffered greatly from 
the debt and difficulty in which they gradually were 
involved. She was entirely high-minded about 
money matters, and her economy in her dress was, 
as my mother told me, inconceivable. She was 
greatly interested in all questions of humanity, and 
was, l believe, one of the founders of the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The letters 
often speak of her great agreeableness in con- 
versation. 

Caroline Allen married Edward 1 ) re we. a Devon- 
shire parson, and brother of the Squire of Grange, 
near Hon it on. He died early, and she was for 
many years a widow. She lost many children from 
consumption, and was much commiserated in her 
si ate r's let t< j rs. H e r dat igh to rs , 1 1; irri et Lad y ( i i ffort I 
and Georgina Lady Alderson, mother of the late 
Marchioness of Salisbury, often appear in the later 
letters. 

Louisa Jane Allen (always railed Jane or Jenny) 
was the beauty of the family, and also to a certain 
extent its spoilt child. She married John, the eldest 
son of Josiah Wedgwood of Etruria. Soon after his 
father’s death he became a partner in a London bank 
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anti lived for some time in London- 1 ! e was evidently 
not a good business man, and they were often in 
difficulties- Later, when they lived at Cote House, 
near Bristol, he devoted much time to gardening, 
and the Horticultural Society owes its origin to 
hlm f lit the letters his kindness of heart and the 
Wedgwood reserve are the qualities most often 
mentioned, 

Jenny, his wife, is described Urns by her younger 
sister Emma in a letter to their sister Bessy, 
Mrs Josiah Wedgwood : 

Haring Flack, Exeter, July 22, tSi j. 

Jenny is one of the sweetest creatures God ever 
made, and I thank Him ten thousand times that I have 
you and her for sisters, T am sure it would be worth going 
many hundred miles for the sake of a reception from either 
of you. The furniture in this house is so good; it abounds 
so with flowers and there is such an air of elegance about it, 
that you cannot feel that its lovely mistress is misplaced 
in it. 

Bessy speaks of her “ incomparable cheerfulness/' 
and says “with her the sun always shines, and she 
seems to trip rather than slide down the hill of life” ; 
and again in 1829., when Jenny was 58 years old, 
“ Jenny's youth and beauty is the admiration of all 
the world, and she was thought the other day to be 
young enough to be Eliza's daughter," Eliza, it 
must be said- is Jenny's eldest da tighter, so she was 
considered to look of an age to be her own grand- 
daughter- My mother used to tell us how the 
warmth and gracious ness of her aunt janes welcome 
was something quite unique in charm. 
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Bessy writes of her two sisters Jenny Wedgwood 
and Caroline 1 )rewe, Jan. 3, 1:816; 

Jenny and I have spent a tong time together now and not 
one ungentle word or took has escaped to cloud our affection, 
ao tender if anything ails you in body or mind and so free 
from sdfishnesa in any way, I think 1 could make her yet 
more perfect, and she always receives every suggestion 
with so much sweet humility that [ abnn-.t reproach myself 
for not having the courage to try, I never saw Caroline 
more charming. There is something so delightfully fresh 
in her hilarity, arid she is so willing and ahlc to contribute 
her share to enrich society, th.-iL f think her very nearly the 
most agreeable woman i know. Yet J. should rank her 
ehaiuru'i. under Jenny She has not. her Lein h.-r i n 
There is more locality in her feelings, and she i.s more taken 
up with her own views and concerns, but she is more 
agreeable where both are .so agreeable, 

I larriet Allen's marriage to Matthew Surtees, 
Rector of North Cerney, in Wiltshire, was a very 
unhappy one. She was marrying a man they all 
detested, with, as her sister Jessie says, “an almost 
culpable want of affection”; and only did so to escape 
the unhappiness of her father’s home and society, 
Mr Surtees had a peculiarly odious disposition, 
jealous, ill-tempered, and narrow ; he kept her as a. 
slave all his life. Bessy, however, writing shortly 
before his death in 1824, says of her sister Harriet, 
“she is positively very much attached to him, in- 
credible its it may seem, but her gentle nature could 
not sec a person so dependent on her for any comfort 
without becoming so," The happiness of Harriet's 
life was her devotion to her sister Jessie, in whose 
letters she is called “little Sad" or “anxious Sack" 



8 



A Cent my of Family Letters 



lit Elizabeth Grant's "Diary of a Highland Lady' 1 
there is a mention of her as “very pretty, and very 
tiny. " 

Jessie Allen married Sismondi the historian* 
She was, with the exception of Bessy, the most 
beloved by all the other sisters. She was the 
favourite of her nephews and nieces, and had a 
peculiar love for Emma Wedgwood, her "little 
darling " as she calls her. She must have been a 
most delightful companion, full of vivacity and 
gaiety, and with the power of intense devotion to 
those she loved. She was handsome, with brilliant 
colouring, large grey eyes, and dark hair. Her 
nephew, George Bangh Allen, described her to me 
as l ' the most charming woman he had ever known. 
Her sister Bessy's letters to her "dearest of the 
dear/ 1 as she calls her, shew a peculiar warmth. In 
one she writes “my silence has nothing to do with 
forgetfulness, r Those who love you, my Jess, are 
not liable to that accident. Ih 

Gctavia Allen died at the ago of ai, and only 
appears once or twice in the earlier letters, 

The two youngest sisters, Emma and fanny 
Allen, who never married, were important members 
of the group, 

Emma Allen was the only plain woman among 
the sisters* She talks of her "half-formed face/' 
and she was quite aware how much more the 
beautiful Jessie and the vivacious and piquant 
Fanny were sought after. But she had no doubt 
of her welcome at Maer, She ends a letter in 1803 
to her sister Bessy (sixteen years older than hersell 
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and whose: marriage took place when Emma was 
twelve years old) ; 

3 have a very earnest desire to have some other com- 
mu til cation than letter writing with my dear Bessy, whom 
it in now four years since S have seen. I do long to see 
you very much, and your children, and 1 am determined 
[if pay you a visa soon after (. hristmas or at least before 
1 return home to C vessel ly. It has always been a subject 
of regret to me to have spent so little of my life with you, 
whom J so dearly love and admire more than anybody in 
the world, 

Bessy writes of her (1826), ,H We shall miss her 
very much* If i did not love and value her as 
I do, 1 should fed the benign influence of her 
contented spirit and tranquil soul." 

Fanny Alien w r as more like sister than aunt to 
her elder nieces. She was very pretty, vivacious 
ami clever, with some sharpness 111 her marked 
character and great charm — a pet of Sir fames 
Mackintosh, and, probably in consequence, a fierce 
Whig and devoted admirer of Napoleon. 1 re- 
member her as a delightful little old lady, full of 
point and vigour and still as straight as a dart, Shu 
lived to be 94 years old, dying at Tenby in May, 

Of the two brothers it is not necessary to say 
much, as there are no letters from or to them in the 
Maer collection, John Ilensleigh Alien, after his 
father's death the Squire of Crcssclly, was the 
favourite, and had apparently a most sunny, happy 
disposition, and was, like his own sou Harry, a 
good raconteur . Lancelot Baugh, called Baugh, 
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wa s Muster of Dulwich College, where his sisters 
often visited him, 

Josiati Wedgwood, the second son of Josiah 
Wedgwood of Etruria, married Elizabeth Allen in 
l Scomber 1792, when he was 23 years old and she 28. 
They are always called, Jos and Bessy, and in speaking 
of them I shall Lise these names. There are but few 
letters from him ami most of them are singularly in- 
ex pressiye, and cannot, I think, give a true view of 
his eh, tractor, which deeply impressed such different 
people as Dr Robert Darwin, Sismondi the historian, 
and the whole group of his sisters-in-law, Fanny 
Allen says, “Daddy Joe is always right, always 
[list, and always generous, 1 ' Dr Darwin considered 
him one of the wisest men he had ever known, and 
Jessie Sismondi writes (19 Nov,, 1842), 11 1 believe 
he was the man Sismondi loved best in the world., 

1 know he was the one he thought highest of. 
His children too held his memory in the deepest 
reverence. 

He inspired awe as well as respect. My mother 
told me that her mother was not quite at east: with 
him and a little afraid of annoying and vexing him. 
She spoke as if she had not shared this fear, and as 
if it was not really fair to her lather I le was silent 
and grave, but just and kind, and with no harshness 
of temper. 1 have a dim impression of being told 
tli at Bessy considered men as dangerous creatures 
who must be humoured. Probably her early life 

J lie must have been very indulgent lo his wi fir* wishes, for 1 have 
been told that no cows were kept at Marr as the moaning of the cows 
when their calves were taken away ilintrcsseil her. 
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at Cresaelly had shaken her nerves and left im- 
pressions that she never got over, l see traces of 
this timidity in her letters, but aiso of strong and 
deep affection, A little speech of Sydney Smith's, 
quoted to me by my mother, “Wedgwood's an 
excellent man — it is a pity he hates his friends,” 
throws a side light on his character. His nieces 
the Darwins were, as girls, afraid of him, and 1 
have been told that they were astounded at their 
brother Charles talking to him freely as if he was a 
common mortal, and that this trust on Charles' part 
made his uncle fond of him. My father says of him 
in his Autobiography, *' He was silent and reserved, 
so as to be a rather awful man; but lie sometimes 
talked openly with me. J It; was the very type of 
an upright man, w r ith the clearest judgment, I do 
not believe that any power on earth could have 
made him swerve an inch from what Ere considered 
the right course,’' 

He had apparently riot known Bessy for more 
than a few months before bis marriage. This letter 
to his father is the first record of their meeting ; 



Josiah Wedgwood to his father. 



Dear Sir, 



Tenby, August so, 1 792. 



You will have heard by a letter of mine to Tom 
dial wc have had a very gay week at Haverfordwest 
Assises. 1 have not been at CreSseUy since, but ay I left 
them all very well I hope to find them so tomorrow. The 
family at Cresselly is altogether the most charming one 
I have ever been introduced to, and their society makes no 
small addition to the pleasure 1 have received from this 
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excursion, 1 am very happy to perceive that their spirits 

arc not 1 1 affected by their Father's marriage*. Qur 

pleasures here are very simple, riding, walking, bathing, 
with a little dance twice a week. 

You are so kind as to say that you shall be glad to see 
me and my sister, but I hope you have no objection to me 
staying a while longer, as much on my sister’s account as 
my own, for I am afraid she has little chance of bringing 
Miss Allen buck with her. Mosley sends his best respects 
and love to you all, 

I am, 

Your affectionate and dutiful son, 
Jos i ah Wedgwood, 

During the first few years of marriage they lived 
apparently at Little Etruria, a house near Etruria 
Hall which had been built for Bentley, Ins father's 
partner. 

Etruria was quite a rural Spot in those old 
days. Emma Allen thus described it some ten 
years later: "1 spent Saturday morning in walking 
with John [ Wedgwood] over the works, which grati- 
fied me very much. 1 think bimria | I I all] altogether 
a very nice place, much too good for its present in- 
habitants 5 , and 1 felt interested in everything 1 saw 
there, 1 imagined it occupied by you and all the 
Wedgwoods and how comfortable it must then 
have been. The green gate leading from one 
house to the other, which l had heard so much 
of from those 1 lovetl, immediately caught my at- 
tention. 1 ' 

1 Hb second marriage to the daughter of n coal-miner. She waa 
not brought to Crewetly, 

H Snpnc couains concerned lii the management ol the works. 




MAftVABNE SARAH TOM fvlTTl SUSANNAH JOSlAH JOHN M*S fc Mb WEDGWOOD 

d. young 
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After his father's death in 1795 Josiah Wedgwood 
and his wife were more or less wanderers for some 
years- They lived first at Stoke d Abertton, in 
Surrey, and from 1800 -1805 at Gunville, in Dorset- 
shire, He appears to have trusted tile management 
of the potteries almost entirely to his partner and 
cousin Mr Byerley, with only occasional visits to 
Etruria. 

'There are but few letters of those old days— 
none of any interest till 1798. In that year Kitty 
and Harriet Allen had both married Caroline and 
Jenny Allen had been married for some years, so 
that there were four sisters now left at Cresselly, 
Jessie, Gctavia, Emma, and Fanny. 

The following letter describes a meeting of 
Bessy and her two sisters Jessie and Octavia, 
with the Mackintoshes at Broad stairs. It must 
have been the first time she had seen her sister 
Kitty since her marriage to Mackintosh in April of 
the same year, Bessy appears at this time to be 
taking care of Octavia, who was threatened with 
consumption. 

Mrs Josiah Wedgwood to her sister Emma Alien. 

BF-OAPStaikk, j 7 j th Oct. [1798], 

, We found Kitty very well and in good spirits as 

usual. She visits hardly anybody here, which is very prudent, 
Mr M. still continues the fondest and the best-humoured 
husband J ever saw. The children 1 are very manageable 
and the least troublesome of any I ever saw, and what will 

1 ITis three daughters, Maitland, Mary, and Catherine, by his first 

wife Catherine Stuart. 
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give you pleasure, I think she makes a very kind and 
attentive stepmother* Jessie and I have a snug little 
lodging twenty yards from theirs ; wc board with Kitty, 
and Ocky sleeps In the house with her to avoid the 
inconvenience of going out of nights. This is our present 

c stab! i s h men t , wh i c h we find vc ry co \ n fo rtabl e ,Wc 1 invtr 

hi mi at two balk, one at Margate, the other at fthrxi&gate, 
the last was a very genteel one, where we saw a multitude 
of pretty women, the first was infinitely vulgar. At 
Margate, Ocky danced with art Officer who looked very 
like her friend ('apt, Scotirfidd at a distance, but fell very 
short when he came near, having but one eye. Some 
relations of Mr Mackintosh’* introduced ua all to partners, 
such as they were, but it must be confessed they were but 
very so-so. When we went to Ramsgate, the Master of the 
Ceremonies asked us all to dance, but Jessie and 1 were 
too delicate or too proud to like to commission him to 
solicit the hand of anybody, and chose to sit still, Kitty 
and Ocky's love of dancing was stronger than their delicate 
feelings on this subject, and he brought up a couple of 
partners to them, Ocky's was tolerably genteel, but Kitty's 
not quite SO much so, being rather more upon the establish- 
ment of a hoy than suits her taste Ocky's partner however 
had like to have paid dear for the pleasure of dancing with 
her, for when we came to tea, she undertook to make it, 
and the urn being what we call very tripless, she pulled 
it over and scalded her poor beau’s leg ; however, l don’t 
believe he was very hurt, as he danced two or three dunces 
afterwards and Ocky recovered of her Fright enough to 
dance another set wi th I rim. Wc came away in very good 
time, and I don’t think she is at all the worse for it this 
morning. There is to be a very grand Rail at Guildford 
on account of Nelson’s victory the 25th, and we are all 
going 1 ,,,, 

L When itiry return, thut is, to Stoke- d’Abernan. The Battle of the 
Nile was on August l&t this year. 
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Jessie Allen appears to have spent a whole year 
away from Cresselly, many months apparently with 
the Josiah Wedgwoods. On her return to Cresselly 
she writes to her sister Bessy (June so, 1799): 
"One thing 1 do entreat, which is that you take the 
greatest possible cure of your dear self. Get rid if 
yi " 1 can of some of the superabundant affection and 
feeling you have for your own family. At preseni I 
am sure you have too much either for your own 
health or happiness; tins is most disinterested advice 
on my part, for what oh earth do I love more or 
prize higher than your affection for us ? " She gives 
a graphic picture of her nervous dread at returning 
to Cresselly and her happiness that her younger 
sister Emma ha'd not to return with her. She 
writes, M Now she is safe, and I am where I ought 
to have been long ago. I cannot tell you how 
much I dreaded my first arrival here, and my 
nervousness got to such a height us almost a- 
mounted to misery/' 

I he following is an undated draft of a letter 
from Bessy to her youngest sister Fanny, seventeen 
years her junior. It must certainly have been written 
whilst Fanny was quite a girl, probably about 3 800, 
and reveals the character of Bessy the ''so wise, so 
Lender sister," Fanny too all through her long life 
often had "the naughtiness in her"— "that little 
sharp Fan, 1 ' as Jessie calls her. But I know no- 
thing as to what called for Bessy's reproof in this 
case. 
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Mrs fosittk Wedgwood to her sister, Fanny Attar. 

Etruria, Saturday. 

My deaf Fanny, 

It is not with very pleasant feelings that I con- 
sider that there is but one day lu-hvem Lius and the end of 
your visit, and as I fear [ shall not have an opportunity or 
fed it in my power to say all I wash when we part, I chuse 
this way of conveying to you my ten derust wishes for your 
happiness, I cannot forbear telling you bow amiable your 
conduct has appeared to mu ever since our conversation in 
the Garden, Your silence left me rather in doubt whether 
you did not cither think me unjust, or feel angry with me 
for what might appear impertinent. I saw 1 had given 
you great pain, and I felt very sorry for it. But your kind 
and obliging manner to mu ever since has completely done 
away every apprehension of that sort, and I see and appre- 
ciate as it deserves the delicacy of your conduct. Not 
only have I never observed in a single instance what I had 
mentioned to you, but you have taken care by the most 
affectionate and attentive behaviour to let me sue that you 
were not angry. Continue my dear Fanny to watch over 
your own character, with a sincere desire of perfecting it as 
much as is in your power, and you will make the happiness 
of all belonging to you. You have very little to do, for 
God has given you an excellent temper, and a very good 
understanding. Do not therefore content yourself with 
a mediocrity of goodness. You are now at a happy time 
of lifu when almost everything E.s in your own power, and 
your character may be said to be in your own hands, to 
make or mar it for ever. If you humbly look into yourself, 
you are a better judge of your failings than any other 
person can be, but do not seek to palliate or veil tlu-ni 
from your own heart. Your friends will value you for your 
excellences. 
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lit any account of the Wedgwoods the: passionate 
love and admiration of Jos for his invalid brother 
Tom 1 must not be omitted. Fids younger brother 
died in 1805, when he was only 34 years old, after 
a lift 1 of terrible suffering from some illness which 
is never explained. He was a remarkable man in 
many directions — the friend and benefactor of Cole- 
ridge, and practically the first discoverer of photo- 
graph \ although lie was unable to “fix" his pictures. 
His appearance must have been very striking, 
Fanny Allen tells of “ the effect that his appearance 
and manner had on Mackintosh's 'set 1 as they were 
called.' 1 ,f Sydney Smith was almost awed ,f ; and 
she narrates how at a party assembled to see a 
picture by Da Vind, a head of Christ Dugald 
Stewart 4 said, ff You are looking at that head — 1 
cannot keep my eye s from the head of Mr Wedg- 
wood (who was looking intently down at the picture), 
it is the finest head I ever saw. 1 ' Wordsworth loo 
describes his appearance: “ His calm and dignified 
manner, united with his tall person and beautiful face, 
produced in me an impression of sublimity beyond 
wli.it I ever experienced from the appearance of any 
other human being/ 1 

Tom lived with Jos and Bessy after their mar- 
riage when he was not wandering in search of 
health, and interested himself much in the education 
of his little nephews arid nieces. His doctrinaire 

1 See Tom Wedgwood, the First Photographer \ by R, 1$. Litchfield. 

3 Famous at this time as the Leading representative of philosophic at 
studies in England, He held the chair of Moral Philosophy at 
Edinburgh from to 1820, 
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views founded on Rousseau must have been trying 
to his sister-in-law. In other ways, too, the situation 
must have been difficult and have needed her unalter- 
able sweetness of character and tact to make the home 
happy. 

J 'he following letter from Jos to Tom is in 
curious contrast with his usual reserved and some- 
what arid style of writing. The brothers had just 
parted at Falmouth. It was practically their first 
separation — Tom going to make a stay in the West 
Indies for his health. 

Jonah Wedgwood to his brother Tom . 

GtrwvrLi.E, Ft' 6 . 28, iBoo. 

My dear Tom, 

! cannot resist the temptation of employing 
my first moment of leisure to unburden my heart in 
writing to you. The distance that separates us, the af- 
fecting circumstances under which we parted, our former 
inseparable life and perfect friendship, unite to deepen the 
emotion with which 1 flunk of you, and give an importance 
and solemnity that is liuw to my communication with you. 
I did not know till now how dearly I love you, nor do you 
know with what deep regret I forebore to accompany you. 
It was a subject 1 could not talk to you upon, though 1 was 
perpetually desirous to make you acquainted with all my 
feelings upon it. I would not without necessity leave my 
wife and children, and I believed that 1 ought not; yet my 
resolution was not taken without a mixture of self-reproach. 
Hut 3 repeat the promise 1 made you at Falmouth. 

[ have not yet been able to think of you with dry eyes, 
but a little time will harden me. It is not so necessary for 
me to see yon, as to know that you are well and happy. 
Nothing could be more disinterested than the love I bear 
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you, 1 know that my wife and children would alone 
render me happy, hut I see, with the most heartfelt con- 
cern, that your admirable qualifications are rendered 
ineffectual for your happiness, and your fame, by your 
miserable health. But I have a full conviction that your 
constitution is strong and elastic, and that your present 
experiment bids fair to remove the derangement of your 
machine, I look forward with hu(x? and joy to our 
meeting again, and I am sure that seeing you again, well 
and vigorous, will be a moment of the purest happiness J 
can feel. 

Perhaps this may be the last tit no that I shall write to 
you in this strain, Ef it should for a time revive your 
sorrow, it cannot long injure your tranquillity, to be told 
that E love you, esteem you and admire you truly and 
deeply. 

I look possession of tins place this morning with very 
different feelings from those 1 should have had if we had 
been together. I have made up my mind to-day not to 
add anything to the buildings until I shall have become 
better acquainted with the place. On looking more closely 
at the stables I see that 15 or 20 pounds laid out will en- 
able them to serve a year or two, and I shall not be in a 
hurry to do more, 

The last-waggon load from Upcott came about an hour 
after me, with all the live-stock in good condition. 1 was 
very well pleased to be saluted by a neigh from the gig- 
horse the moment he heard my voice — Dido is so like 
Donna that I thought it was she recovered, — I find the 
aloes were not quite so good a bargain as we thought, for 
they were killed by the frost when they were brought. 

I shall be here rnfamilk in about todays, and possibly 
my mother and sister with us, but l do not know. In the 
beginning of April we go to town and there stay to the 
end of May. Whether we shall then go to Crcsselly or 
Etruria — l do not know. 
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